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The Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) publishes an 
Annual Health and Restoration Assessment (Bay 
Barometer) describing the progress of the partnership 
in attaining  
 
The GIS Team provides mapping and analytical 
support for the Bay Barometer, including developing 
the content for and web presentation of geographic 
indicators.   
 
The Bay Barometer indicators are organized within 
four major categories: 
 
  Bay Health – including geospatial depictions of 
water quality and habitats and lower food web 
indicators throughout the estuary, 
 
  Factors Impacting Bay Health – including 
pollutant loads estimated by the USGS SPARROW 
model, land use/land cover and impervious surfaces, 
and other landscape stressors, 
 

 Restoration and Protection Efforts – including 
the implementation of nutrient and sediment reduction 
best management practices, habitat restoration efforts, 
watershed protection and enhancement and 
Chesapeake stewardship efforts, and 
 

 Watershed Health – including the health of 
freshwaters streams along with nutrient and sediment 
trends concentration trends throughout the watershed. 
 
In 2010 the CBP GIS Team added dynamic mapping 
to the Bay Barometer website for many indicators.  
Additional dynamic content and functionality is 
planned for the coming years. 
 
For further information: 
 

  Web Site - 
http://www.chesapeakebay.net/indicatorshome.aspx?
menuitem=14871 
 
  USGS Contact:  John Wolf; 410-267-5739; 
jwolf@usgs.gov 
 

 
 

Bay Grass Abundance by Monitoring Segment 

            


